POLICY

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

(*includes HIV/AIDS and air / blood-borne viruses)

Rationale

It is the responsibility of the Board to provide a healthy and safe working and learning environment. This includes protection from those carrying communicable diseases.

Purpose

1. To provide information and guidance on how to manage the risks associated with communicable diseases. 

2. To safeguard the privacy of all members of the school community.

Preamble

The Board of trustees is required to provide a safe physical environment to students and employees. To comply with this requirement, the Board’s legal and contractual obligations are set out in the following legislation:

· Education Act 1989 s3

· Human Rights Act 1993 s21 and s57(1)

· Health Act 1956

· Health (Infectious and Notifiable Diseases) Regulations 1996.

· Privacy Act 1993 

· Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992

· National Education Guidelines 1993 (NAG 1 iv and NAG 5 i and ii)

Guidelines

1. A child’s health status should not generally affect their right to an education. Children with blood-borne viruses such as HIV/AIDS and/or Hepatitis B or C infection should be able to participate in all activities in school to the extent that their health permits.

2. In dealing with any injury, all children should be treated as if they have a blood-borne virus. Staff treating a child will follow established procedures.  (A copy of which is annexed to this policy.) All blood should be treated as if it is infectious.

3. The Privacy Act permits disclosure of information only to those who ‘need to know’. Because all teachers may encounter the blood of an infected student whilst on duty, they shall be informed of the health status of the student as part of the group who ‘need to know’. Ancillary staff who may come in to contact with blood will also be informed. It is the expectation of all informed that strict confidentiality is maintained. It is not legally permissible to inform other children/parents, without the prior consent of the parents of the student.  

4. The purpose for disclosing the information to those who ‘need to know’ is to assist staff in dealing with the parents to provide the best possible support to the child, and to minimise the risk of subsequent infection to staff who may come in to contact with the student’s blood.

5. A positive partnership and clear communication between parents and the school is likely to lead to greatest safety and respect of rights of all involved.

6. Opportunities for staff to participate in professional development in health and safety areas may be provided.

7. School health programmes will develop the knowledge, understandings, skills and attitudes necessary for students to deal confidently with matters surrounding HIV / AIDS and air/blood borne viruses.  

8. Included in the information booklet issued to parents at the time of enrolment of new pupils will be a copy of the Privacy and Communicable Diseases Policies.

9. At enrolment, parents are asked to disclose any health matters relating to the student so the school can provide the best possible support.

10. Known health information relating to individual students is documented and is subject to Privacy Act requirements.

11. First-aid kits will include disposable gloves and other items that may be reasonably required by a staff member in dealing with blood.

12. The Cleaning Contractor will be advised of the need to train their staff in the correct procedures for the disposal of contaminated wastes.

13. The school reserves the right to exclude students who are known to be carrying a communicable disease.

Human Rights Act 1993, s21 and 57 (1.) It is unlawful for a school to discriminate against an HIV/AIDS student. Section 60(2) provides the exception where there is unreasonable risk of harm to the student or to others. However, the exception does not apply if the school can take reasonable measures to reduce the risk of harm to a normal level.
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ATTACHMENT TO POLICY

GUIDELINES FOR INFECTION CONTROL OF HIV/AIDS and

OTHER BLOOD-BORNE VIRUSES IN SCHOOLS

1. Before treating a child who is bleeding, the person giving treatment should ensure own cuts or abrasions are covered.

2. Wear gloves for all procedures.

3. Don’t delay treatment of a child who is bleeding profusely, because gloves are not immediately available.  Use an absorbent barrier such as a towel, paper towel, handkerchief etc. for an actively bleeding child.

4. Dispose of used gloves, soiled dressings, sanitary towels, tissues etc. in a place where they will not be handled e.g. in bags which are burnt or buried.

5. Ensure caretaker is instructed to wipe clean and then sterilise all surfaces and instruments contaminated with blood.  

6. Wash hands thoroughly when finished.  

