POLICY


EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM (EOTC)

Rationale

Titirangi Primary School believes that education outside the classroom enhances and supports many learning experiences.

Purpose

To:

· Ensure the safety of students and adults involved in EOTC experiences.

· Specify requirements for teachers when planning for EOTC learning experiences.

· Ensure all EOTC experiences are linked to and reinforced by the New Zealand Curriculum Framework documents.

Guidelines

1. The following documentation is required at least 4 weeks prior to departure date:

· completed generic RAM form for general trips and visits to Principal. For camps, overnight trips and trips involving higher risk levels the following material must be submitted to the BOT via the Principal.
·  a letter seeking BOT approval.

· specific RAM forms (Risk Assessment/Management) for overnight stays and day trips involving significantly greater risk.

· planning Unit including details of activities, parent assistance, learning activities, learning outcomes, transport arrangements etc.

2.
Once the EOTC activity is approved parents will be informed.

3.
Adult pupil ratios are as follows:

1 adult to 4 pupils for bush, beach or water activities

1 adult to 6 pupils for other trips.

For some local trips such as to the local library the number of adults will depend on the age of the pupils involved.

4.
Tramping Guidelines are available in the PE/Health Curriculum Handbook and must be adhered to.

5.
For educational and safety reasons, pre schoolers accompanying parents are not permitted.

6.
Alcohol is not permitted at any EOTC activity site.

7.
EOTC activities will be self funding unless budget provision has been made.

8.
Pupils are not permitted to clean toilets or ablution areas.  Extra funds may need to be paid to camp organisers for this service.


9.
Where students travel in private vehicles, drivers must be fully licensed, cars registered and have a current Warrant of Fitness and all pupils must have safety belts.











cont’d

Education Outside The Classroom cont’d
10.
A pupil may be excluded from the EOTC experience if extraordinary reasons prevail.  These reasons may include (but not be limited to) instances where

· the safety or welfare of the pupil concerned cannot be adequately met.

· the safety or welfare of other pupils may be compromised through the attendance of the child concerned.

Alternative arrangements will be made and discussed with the parents / caregivers of the pupil concerned and the teacher in charge of the EOTC organization.

Conclusion

EOTC experiences at Titirangi Primary School will be safe, well  planned and educationally sound learning experiences for those pupils involved.
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